
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lamprey River’s Mystery Message 
 

 

The Lamprey River flows through several towns, 

From the mountains in Northwood to Newmarket down. 

Almost 50 miles the main river flows, 

It touches on nature and history as it goes. 

 

 
 

 

 

This is the setting of today’s little query, 

A mysterious gathering of odd letters cheery. 

The letters were brought from various sources, 

To make their point, they had to join forces. 



 

 

 
 

 

Two  Cs  were brought from 

Candia by crows. 

They flew over trees and fields, 

and a few country roads. 

Two  Ns  were delivered from 

Nottingham way, 

Not on the main river, but still 

in the play.  

 

C       C 

N      N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first letter must have a prominent place, 

A  W  with a big, golden, face. 

The others are all of a similar size, 

They will be unscrambled to solve the surprise. 

 

 

 

 W

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20120123083602/creepypasta/images/b/ba/Crow-1-.gif&imgrefurl=http://creepypasta.wikia.com/wiki/Crows,_the_Abyss_and_Dancing_Shadows&h=350&w=350&tbnid=PHldjBbFg5j1qM:&zoom=1&docid=c97YX-nImUPaCM&hl=en&ei=DNsZVKaxN9f-yQSHl4DQAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEkQMyhBMEE4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2210&page=19&start=263&ndsp=16


  
 

Two water scientists each 

brought an S. 

Their work must be fun, one 

only can guess. 

Turtles, rare turtles, brought 2 

Ts to the game, 

Blandings, wood, spotted; 

remember their names! 

S    S 

T    T 

 

 
 

 

 

 

American eels contributed two Es,  

Their presence is a sign of fish 

travel ease. 

The alewife, a fish, gave an A to 

the cause, 

A river full of fish brings a round 

of applause. 

E    E 

A 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://dnr2.maryland.gov/fisheries/fishfacts/american_eel.gif&imgrefurl=http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Fisheries/Pages/Fish-Facts.aspx?fishname%3DAmerican%20Eel&h=250&w=500&tbnid=Iwn6Doy7iSjdlM:&zoom=1&docid=P8VRthSKfDEHyM&hl=en&ei=wdwZVOPRN9SzyATs7ILAAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCoQMygFMAU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=7509&page=1&start=0&ndsp=6
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://kennebecestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/recoveryimage_002.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kennebecestuary.org/the-alewife&h=241&w=678&tbnid=nv0NG3KDMrnS3M:&zoom=1&docid=nBgNL7v4JREO3M&hl=en&ei=3NwZVIaZKsKayATqkYGQBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFUQMygcMBw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=11859&page=3&start=15&ndsp=14


 
 

 

The letter O was brought by a wise owl, 

“Give a hoot, don’t pollute!” he said with 

a scowl. 

Last but not least is the letter of R, 

A gift from the river, today’s mystery 

star. 

 

O   R 
 

 

 

W __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __. 

     C    C  N  N      S   S   T   T   E   E    A  O     R 
 

 

So, now let us try to break down the code, 

The message is waiting. “Hop to it, Toad!” 

Hold on just a second, a letter is missing. 

“What could it be?” the crowd is insisting. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MiLP3BM6Y3g/UTVTn94Op6I/AAAAAAAACT4/xHwVA9O5h3E/s1600/Barred%2BOwl%2B23AA.jpg&imgrefurl=http://danielbernaphoto.blogspot.com/2013/03/barred-owl.html&h=1600&w=1526&tbnid=VDD3_oim28HxqM:&zoom=1&docid=81DoJ9EYnWdWCM&hl=en&ei=AEEaVMieDZWAygS_1IH4CQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEYQMyg-MD44rAI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=4414&page=22&start=358&ndsp=14
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Wildlife/Wildlife_images/frog_images/American-Toad.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Wildlife/Nongame/frogs/frog_americantoad.htm&h=226&w=314&tbnid=aB2Ii9tcYFVanM:&zoom=1&docid=vtSv_lRsDvhKvM&hl=en&ei=UkMaVMu_AsWeyATmmIK4Cg&tbm=isch&ved=0CDwQMygLMAs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1160&page=2&start=8&ndsp=16


 

As we look all around us, what 

do we see? 

Kids big and small, a human 

menagerie. 

Ah, yes, there it is, it’s all 

coming true, 

The solver of problems; the 

answer is U! 

 

 

W __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __. 

     C    C  N  N      S   S   T   T   E   E    A  O     R   U 
 

 

 

So let’s mix and match and spell out some words, 

The answer is easy, you see it’s in thirds. 

Now you’ve done it, you’ve filled in the blanks, 

Remember these words and the Lamprey sends thanks. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=994&bih=585&site=imghp&tbm=isch&q=crowd+of+american+kids&revid=207801945

